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Editorial
This newsletter focuses on Sustainable Consump-
tion and Production issues, the agriculture sector 
and religious institutions. In July 2008, the 
Commission presented an Action Plan on Sustain-
able Consumption and Production and Sustain-
able Industrial Policy. One year later, many EU 
instruments have been revised and new 
directives have been published to improve the 
environmental performance of products and 
foster their uptake by consumers. Innovative 
actions in line with the Sustainable Consumption 
and Production and Sustainable Industrial Policy 
have been introduced by EMAS registered 
organisations active in the construction, food and 
retail sector.

This issue of the EMAS Newsletter also focuses on 
EMAS registered churches and parishes and other 
religious facilities representing a variety of social 
missions, from education services to hospitals 
and elder care.

The final part of the newsletter gives space and 
light to farmers who recognize the importance of 
the environment where they act and decided to 
voluntarily implement the eco-management and 
audit scheme EMAS to be more and more aware 
of their role within society. 

The EMAS Team, Environment Directorate 
General, Unit G2, European Commission.

Preventing pollution and repairing damage is 
not enough. Sustainable economic growth 
means we need to change our patterns of 
consumption and production. We must 
improve the environmental performance of 
products over their life cycle, boost demand 
for greener products and help consumers to 
make informed choices. 

In July 2008 the Commission presented an 
Action Plan on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production and Sustainable Industrial Policy. 
At the core of the Action Plan is a dynamic 
legislative structure designed to continuously 
improve the environmental performance of 
products and foster their uptake by consumers. 

Under the plan’s Ecodesign Directive, 
minimum requirements and voluntary bench-

marks can be set for the environmental 
performance of ‘energy-related’ products. 
Products and services with the best environ-
mental performance can be identified by a 
revised Ecolabel, while initiatives on Green 
Public Procurement will foster the take-up of 
green products and services creating 
conditions to stimulate innovation. As part of 
the Action Plan, EMAS has been revised, and a 
new voluntary environmental technology 
verification scheme introduced which aims to 
boost buyer confidence in new environmental 
technologies. 

Subtainable consumption
and production

1-4 December 2009
Paris, France
Pollutec Horizons 2009
For more information visit the POLLUTEC 
website http://www.pollutec.com

19 November 2009
Stockholm Sweden
European EMAS Awards 2009
More information is available on 
www.emasawards.eu

2-3 November 2009
Linköping, Sweden
Eco-Efficient Economy – Towards 
Innovative and Sustainable Competitive-
ness
More information on the EU Presidency 
High-level Conference is available at 
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2
009/11/2/eco--
efficient_economy_-_towards_innovative_and
_sustainable_competitiveness

29 October 2009
Bonn, Germany
Environmental Verifier Day
The program can be downloaded here: 
http://www.vnu-
ev.de/content_public/p_pages/41_gutachter_
e.html

28-31 October 2009
Rimini, Italy
Ecomondo – green solution
13th International Trade Fair of Material & 
Energy Recovery and Sustainable 
Development. For more information visit the 
Ecomondo website: http://en.ecomondo.com

14 October 2009
Stuttgart, Germany 
"EMAS – trademark for sustainable 
economic management, continuity 
and cost savings"
More information is available under 
http://www.um.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/51847

13-14 October 2009
Balatonfüred, Hungary
Joint conference on Environmental 
Protection
Organised by KÖVET and MTESZ: 
http://www.kovet.hu/img/up/konferencia_
meghivo.jpg

EMAS website
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas
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In 2009 Franz Dorner´s farm obtained 
EMAS registration as the first organi-
sation in the agriculture sector in 
Austria. The company produces 
poultry and green electricity, having 
the largest photovoltaic plant in 
Southern Austria with 1,800 m² 
collector area on the roofs of his 
agricultural buildings. One third of the 

First EMAS registered farm in Austria

In March 2009 a sector-specific convoy 
project for the implementation of EMASeasy 
for SMEs engaged in agriculture and food 
production has been launched in southern 
Germany. This 18 months project is funded 
by the German Federal Environment Agency 
and Ministry of Environment. The convoy is 
gathering six SMEs in the supply chain of 

EMASeasy for agriculture and food sector

both conventional and organic agriculture: farmers, food transformers, mills, 
bakeries, distributors, etc. It will also gather other stakeholders such as 
national parks, regional development and tourism agencies. 

The outcomes of the project will lead to practical guidelines for the implemen-
tation of EMASeasy in the agriculture and food sector, as well as providing a 
feasibility study for replication of the project at a national level.

This learning-by-doing project is coordinated by Mr Edmund Spindler:
Edmund-a.spindler@gmx.de, in collaboration with Eco-Conseil Entreprise in 
Brussels.

The EMAS newsletter is published by the EMAS Helpdesk on behalf of the European Commission. An electronic copy is available on the 
Internet at http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas or by subscribing to the mailing list.

For a free subscription, comments or further information send an email to the EMAS Helpdesk at: emas@ec.europa.eu or write to the 
following address:

EMAS Helpdesk of the European Commission
c/o Umweltbundesamt GmbH  —  Spittelauer Lände 5  —  A-1090 Wien  —  Österreich / Austria
T: +43-(0)1-31304/7000 — F: +43-(0)1-31304/5958 

EMAS in figures

Registered
organisations and sites

Austria ....................262 ...........628
Belgium ....................49 ...........428

Cyprus ........................5 ...............5
Czech Republic..........31 .............33
Denmark...................94 ...........235
Estonia ........................2 ...............4
Finland......................33 .............37
France .......................15 .............15
Germany..............1,394........1,838
Greece ......................69 ...........821
Hungary ....................19 .............22
Ireland ........................7 .............11
Italy ........................963 ........1,376
Latvia ..........................6 ...............  9
Lithuania.....................0 ...............0
Luxembourg ............... 2 ...............4
Malta...........................1 ...............1
Netherlands ................  8 ...............  8
Norway .....................21 .............21
Poland ......................17 .............24
Portugal ....................81 .............88

Slovak Republic ..........6 ...............7
Slovenia ......................2 ...............6
Spain ...................1,116........1,369
Sweden.....................75 .............76
United Kingdom .......66 ...........333

TOTAL 4,347

Leading industrial sectors:

• Manufacture of food products..196
• Chemicals

.......................236

• Waste and disposal ..............425
• Fabricated metal products,

except machinery
and equipment .....................252

• Electricity, gas
.............................229

Leading service sectors:

• Accommodation ....................241

• Activities of membership
  organisations..........................159

• Education...............................170

• Public administration ............400

• Health health activities .......... 86

7,404

In September 2009 EMAS has 
reached 4347 registered organisa-
tions in a wide range of economic 
sectors with 7404 registered sites. 
Due to its general success, the 
scope of the scheme was widened 
in 2001 to include public and 
private service providers as well as 
public sector organisations. 

Registrations

Registrations

Sectors

Sectors

Bulgaria ......................0 ...............0

Romania .....................3 ...............5

electricity production is used for the poultry breeding; two thirds are supplied 
to the public electricity net. In 2008 Franz Dorner received the Austrian 
Solar-Award for his engagement. The heating system is based on wood chips 
from own forests. 

The owner aims to optimise consumption of water, energy and other resources 
as well as to minimise waste materials. Future goals of Franz Dorner are 
expansion of poultry breeding, assessment and utilization of wind energy as 
well as extension of the solar power plant to a capacity of 350 kWpeak. More 
information is available here: www.dornertreppbauer.at

Number of EMAS registered churches:

• Romania
• Germany

.......................................................................................................1
122

RegistrationsMember State

..................................................................................................

Number of EMAS registered organisations in the agriculture sector:

• Austria
• Germany 
• Greece
• Italy
• Spain

..........................................................................................................1
30

1
22

1

RegistrationsMember State

....................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................
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Best Practice

Derbigum: Cradle to Grave in the Building Sector

The building blocks of the European Union's policy on sustainable 
consumption and production include:
   Integrated Product Policy (IPP)
   Revised Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS)
   Ecolabel Scheme
   Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP)
   Green Public Procurement (GPP)
   Eco-design of Energy Using Products Directive (EuP)
   European Compliance Assistance Programme - Environment & SMEs

Sustainable Consumption solutions are also part of the solution to 
climate change. Housing, food and transport create two thirds of 
environmental pressures related to consumption in Europe. There are 
thus strong arguments for focusing on these consumption areas. 
Examples from this newsletter focus on organisations from the 
building and food sector.

Coop is one of the largest Italian 
business cooperatives in the retail 
trade sector. It employs 56,000 people, 
manages 1,300 stores in Italy and has a 
turnover of �12 billion (which repre-
sents 17.4% of market share in Italy). 
Coop started implementing environ-
mentally conscious actions (e.g. 
consumer awareness campaigns) 
almost 30 years ago and as a result its 
image is firmly associated with 
environmental protection by many 
consumers in Italy. In February 2006, 
the hypermarket “Città delle Stelle” in 

Ascoli Piceno obtained EMAS registra-
tion – the first of the Coop stores to do 
so until now.

Many different kinds of green products are 
available in Coop stores. In particular says 
Fabrizio Ceccarelli, Brand manager at Coop, a 
major effort has been made to develop an 
eco label, “Eco-Logici Coop” for the Coop’s 
private label products.

Every effort is also being made by the Coop 
to reduce primary packaging on private label 
products (for example individual packaging 
for toothpaste and mayonnaise has been 
eliminated). This measure has allowed the 
saving of 815 tons of materials (particularly 
cardboard) over six years.

The nine big cooperatives that constitute the 
Coop group consume about 746 million kWh 
of electric energy and about 17 million cm of 
gas per year. In 2006 about 110 million kWh 
of electric energy for the stores came from 
renewable sources. On the energy efficiency 

side, Coop has been involved in the European 
Greenlight project and has carried out 185 
Green Light implementation projects from 
2001 to 2007, including the introduction of 
high efficiency lighting and automated 
control systems. Between 2001 and 2007, 
the emission of 66,528 CO2 eq (tonnes) from 
Coop stores was avoided and 117,984 MWh 
of energy was saved. 

Coop has recently signed an agreement with 
Greenpeace. In future Coop will only sell 
energy efficient light bulbs. Coop, along with 
IKEA and Leroy Merlin, are the first retailers in 
Italy to sign this agreement, which will be 
effective by the end of 2009.

For more information, visit the website of 
COOP Italy: http://www.e-coop.it 

Or consult the recently published European 
Report “Towards a Greener Retail Sector” 
published in February 2009 on the ESCP 
website: http://ec.europa.eu/environ-
ment/eussd/escp_en.htm

COOP Italy: Towards a Greener Retail Sector

Milko Reduces its Ecological Footprint
Interview

Milko is one of Sweden´s largest dairy 
companies producing milk, sour milk, 
juice, yoghurt, butter, soft whey 
cheese, soft and hard cheeses and 
powdered milk. The company’s quality 
and environmental manager at Milko, 
Inger Larsson, noted that “Some of our 
own brands are also marketed in other 
parts of Sweden and Milko also offers 
produce from other co-operative 
dairies”. 

With their base in northern Sweden, she says 
that Milko develops and markets natural and 
interesting dairy products that satisfy the 
needs of Swedish consumers for gastronomic 
experiences and a good life. That she says “is 

our business concept”. The main business 
region, which they call ”Milkoland”, covers 
more than a third of Sweden. Milko is a 
co-operative company, which is owned by 
farmers from various provinces.

Milko has set up a goal to minimise the CO2 
emissions by 25% within 10 years from 
2006, through measures to lower energy 
consumption during production and fuel 
consumption during transportation. The 
company has already managed to reduce CO2 

production from 60.1 kg to 38.7 kg per tonne 
of product between 2006 and 2007.

A number of recent projects has been 
undertaken to enable the company to 

become more energy-efficient. The spokes-
person said that their aim was to use less oil 
as an energy source and instead use biogas 
and pellets, and find ways to store energy in 

Case study•

•
•

•

•
•

•

warm water reservoirs. As a 
result energy consumption 
was reduced to 314.8 
kWh/tonne of milk during 
2007.

For more information, visit 
the webiste of Milko: 
http://www.milko.se 

Derbigum, based in Southern 
Belgium, started out making 
roofing materials over 75 years 
ago, and its core business is still 
the production of waterproof 
membranes for buildings. In the 
last six years the company has 
dramatically reduced (by 30%) its 
CO2 emissions by completely 
redesigning its production of high 
efficiency roofing materials. 

The company devotes significant 
resources to research and develop-
ment. It offers innovative and sustain-
able solutions customized to each 
building, providing energy savings, cost 
reduction, and production of green 
energy. Its latest green products 
combine sustainable waterproof 
membranes and photovoltaic modules 

(for production of solar energy) and a 
white membrane which decreases roof 
temperature by 40 °C (which assists in 
the cooling of a building).

As part of its drive to maintain its 
technological leadership, the company 
has been striving to implement a 
lifecycle approach to its products. With 
careful choice of raw materials, and 
advanced production techniques, 
Derbigum’s roofs are built to last longer 
than the current industry standard of 30 
years. The company is committed to 
extending the life of their roofing 
products, as longer life represents a 
significant saving in raw materials and 
energy. When a roof does ultimately 
need replacing, the company uses a 
new process that they have developed 
to recycle all of the roofing materials. 
The recycled products are then 
integrated into the manufacturing 
process and become raw materials for 
the next cycle of production. Recycled 
materials currently constitute 10% of a 
new roofing product, and the objective 
is to have 50% recycled material in new 
products by 2012.

The management and staff at Derbigum 
are committed to continuously improv-
ing their environmental performance 

and want to take their company further 
along the road to sustainability than 
environmental rules and legislation 
require. In recognition of its major 
achievements in sustainability, the 
company received the European EMAS 
Award for medium size organisations in 
2008.

For more information, visit Derbigum’s 
website: http://www.derbigum.be
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Introduction
The religious sector is becoming increasingly involved in promoting sustainable development and in champion-
ing the role of the church in protecting the environment. Protecting God's creation is an important guiding 
principle of religious communities everywhere and implementing environmental management systems is one 
very practical way in which religious organisations can help to safeguard God’s creation. 

This issue of the EMAS Newsletter introduces not only EMAS registered churches and parishes, but other religious facilities 
representing a variety of social missions, from education services to hospitals and elder care. The Ecumenical network KirUm 
facilitates the exchange of information and good practices between churches and social care organisations. Within this network, 
EMAS is nowadays taken as a reference model with energy management as a possible �rst step and sustainability management 
(EMAS Plus) as an integrated management system.

EMAS in churches

The German Evangelische Kirchengemeinde 
Kreuzäcker won last year’s European EMAS Award in the 
category “Micro Organisations”

Best practice

The church, founded in 1956 in 
Kreuzäcker, is part of Schwäbisch Hall 
(Baden-Württemberg, Germany). It has 
a Lutheran congregation of 1550 mem-
bers, a staff of 6 and 95 volunteers. 
With its initial EMAS registration in 
2002, it is one of the first churches in 
Europe that has implemented an EMAS 
programme. 

Out of �ve organisations, the Kirchenge-
meinde Kreuzäcker won the prize for its 
impressive energy saving initiatives, includ-
ing its use of renewable energy from photo-
voltaic technology, the introduction of 
modern wood pellet heating, energy saving 
gas heating for the kindergarten as well as the 
installation of energy saving windows and 
exterior doors. These changes mean that 

more than 60% of the organisation’s energy 
consumption comes from renewable 
resources. In addition its greenhouse gas 
emission has been reduced by 38 tons per year.

An Environmental team was established in 
2001 to concentrate on the environmental 
policy of the parish. Since then a range of 
initiatives have been set up for energy 
conservation: use of renewable energy 
sources, preservation of resources and aware-
ness training of sta� and volunteers. Practical 
examples include the installation of water-
saving �ush toilets, rainwater collection for 
use in irrigation, sorting of garbage for 
recycling and the composting of biowaste.

What has been achieved so far is impressive, 
but the parish still sees room for further 

improvement:
Reduction of GHG through additional 
optimization of the heating system and 
isolation of the roof and the external walls.
Lowering the waste accumulation 
(especially paper) through recycling of 
envelopes, less copying and more use of 
email for communication
Increase in environmental awareness 
through stronger communication, 
increased knowledge and commitment.
Being a role model for other institutions, 
exchange of experiences with other 
parishes and collaboration with other 
initiatives.

Report

Emas for Churches in Germany

At the beginning of the 21st 
century, the German Federal 
Foundation for the Environment 
promoted the “Environmental 
management in church” project 
(2001-2003). Ten Evangelic and 
Catholic churches and social care 
organisations took part.

Since 2003, a great number of parish, 
regional religious organisations and big 
institutions are members of the 
“Ecumenical network of environmental 
management churches”. The network 
facilitates the exchange of information 
(newsletter) and good practices. It also 
organises a congress and promotes 

environmental church management 
during big religious events. The KirUm 
network is located with the KATE Center 
for Ecology and Development in 
Stuttgart. 

At the same time the Catholic and 
Evangelic authorities have been encour-
aging both the dissemination of 
environmental management in 
Germany, as well as a systematic debate 
on the defence of environment and 
climate as a religious responsibility in 
the protection of the Creation.

The German Bishops came to an 
agreement in December 2006 that 
environmental and energy manage-

ment (and the reporting of 
objectives and outcomes) have to be 
the instituted as standard in commu-
nities, administration, schools, 
Caritas institutions and religious 
orders. 
Regional Evangelic synods, covering 
all of Germany, have made similar 
declarations about the introduction 
of environmental and energy 
management. One example is the 
Bavarian Evangelic-Lutherian 
church, which has publicly stated: 
“We aspire, in connection with our 
facility management, to install an 
environmental management in the 
communities and the institutions. 
We will bind ourselves to put in place 
�nancial incentives for this.”
In the states of Baden-Württemberg 
and Nordrhein-Westfalen the 
Evangelic churches have focussed 
on training their sta�. In a number of 
regions church employees were 
trained as eco-church auditors, so 
that they could follow and assess the 
implementation and the develop-
ment of environmental manage-
ment in religious institutions. 

Further information on the KirUm 
website: http://www.kirum.org

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The Catholic Academy in Bavaria:  a Role Model in 
Environmental Management

Interview

The Catholic Academy was founded in 
1957 and is operated by the “Freisinger 
Bischofskonferenz”. The main inten-
tion of the academy is to host a wide 
variety of events covering a range of 
diverse contemporary topics, including 
for example interfaith dialogue about 
politics and economy. In recent years 
environmental issues have had increas-
ing prominence in the Academy’s 
programme.

In 2001, the academy defined their concept 
“Energy 2010” which focussed on energy 

conservation and the 
lowering of CO2 
emissions. Energy 2010 
kick started a continuous 
process of environmental 
improvement throughout 
the academy and within 
individual departments. 
This process was given a 
further boost in 2005 
when the Academy 
jo ined the EMASPLUS 

Project funded under Life. This was one of the 
first organisations to use the Avanti manage-
ment software developed by KATE Stuttgart 
under the EMASPLUS project to manage their 
whole system.

The use of gas, water and electricity is daily 
reported to the environmental representa-
tive of the academy. If there are any anoma-
lies to the normal pattern, such as high usage 
of electricity during the day, the academy 
can step into action immediately. Due to this 
daily check, the waste of resources is 
minimized. In addition to becoming a practi-

Policies

The “Green Cockeral”,  a light environmental 
management approach for churches

The “Green Cockeral” is the eccle-
siastical version of an environ-
mental management system, 
implemented by several Protes-
tant and Catholic regional 
churches and dioceses. Between 
2001 and 2003, the Protestant 
regional church of Württemberg 
started the project “Green 
Cockeral” in cooperation with 
KATE. In addition, and supported 
by the environmental ministry of 
Baden-Württemberg, the imple-
mentation of EMAS was made 
possible for churches. The Green 
Cockeral concept is compliant with 
EMAS.

The guidelines for the “Green Cockeral” 
environmental management system 
explain step by step how the parish can 

implement a certified environmental 
management programme which 
includes continuous, durable improve-
ment. This improvement process is 
based on a broad commitment by the 
parish.

The secret of success, according to 
Günter Koschwitz from Kate-Stuttgart, 
is that each parish which is adopting an 
environmental management 
programme is accompanied by 
voluntary “church based environmental 
auditors”. There are already more than 
100 people who have completed the 
church based environmental auditor 
training – a customised training created 
specifically for the churches.
 
The Green Cockeral is an environmental 
management system which:

Report

Romanian church goes for EMAS
With assistance from the European 
Christian Network For Environment 
(ECEN), FEST Heidelberg (research 
institute of the evangelist commu
nity) and the DBU (German Federal 
Foundation for Environment), the 
minority Protestant Church 
community of Sibiu in Romania 
successfully completed a “Church 
for Climate” project resulting in 
their EMAS registration in May 
2009.

In order to save resources and contrib-
ute to the protection of the Creation, 
the church decided to implement a 
“church for climate” project based on 
putting in place an Environmental 
Management System in five historical 
buildings. The church community has 
1346 members, 120 volunteers and 
employs 26 people.  

The initial environmental review identi-
fied many areas where significant 
improvements could be made. As a 
result windows and floors were 
insulated in five historical buildings (a 
task which presented considerable 
challenges), incandescent bulbs were 
replaced, and a new energy saving 
heating system and solar hot water 
system was installed.

In addition, use of recycled paper was 
implemented, an environmental 
exhibition was hosted in the church, 
space was provided for bio farmers, 
nesting space for storks, kestrels and 
bats was created in the environs of the 
facilities, recycling and composting was 
established, a mileage system for using 
bikes for church business was started, 
cooperation with school environmental 
projects was init iated and use of 

rainwater for the garden and the toilets 
was implemented.

The church succeeded in hosting and 
managing the third European Ecumeni-
cal Meeting in an environmentally 
sensitive manner, including compensat-
ing for CO2 travel emissions by planting 
trees.

During the EMAS programme, the 
church learned both how to partner 
more effectively with Romanian 
authorities and how to sustain their 
environmental journey. The church is 
proud to be the second EMAS registered 
organisation in Romania.

For more information, please contact 
Mr. Kilian Doerr: kilian.doerr@evang.ro. 
Website: http://www.evang.ro

Caritas Bavaria is Committed to Green
With 162 national affiliates, Caritas is 
one of the largest relief and develop-
ment agencies in the world. It works on 
humanitarian emergencies and human 
development and campaigns against 
poverty, exclusion, intolerance and 
discrimination. Caritas Bavaria and its 
related organisations are managing 
6,200 facilities which are operated by 
88,000 employees.

The administrative office of Caritas Bavaria is 
based in Munich and has been EMAS 
registered since March 2009. “Since 2005 the 
administrative office has reduced its CO2 
output by 28.7% as a result of awareness 
ra is ing amongst  staf f ,  insta l lat ion of 

flow restrictors for each water tap, and 
installation of thermostats to control each 
heater separately”, says Uta Baur. 

The “Caritas-Altenheim St.Nikolaus”, a 
retirement home in the diocese Eichstätt, has 
been supporting activities to protect the 
environment since 1994. For fifteen years the 
home has been actively searching for ways 
to improve environmental management in 
its operations to reduce its carbon footprint. 
The heating system was changed from oil to 
gas in 2000 and improved roof insulation was 
installed in 2001. Training for staff and 

Continued on next page >

cal role model for environmental manage-
ment, the academy also now focuses on 
environmental topics in its conferences and 
events schedule, says Mr Christian Sachs. For 
example “Sustainability in the facilities of the 
Caritas Bavaria” or “Schools with EMAS”.
 
The involvement and motivation of the staff 
has been a key factor in the success of the 
environmental management programme at 
the Academy. Ongoing training and aware-
ness raising with staff is greatly contributing 
to continual improvements. The Academy is 
now in a position to help support other 
facilities in starting to implement EMAS.

For more information, please contact Mr 
Christian Sachs from the Katholische 
Akademie in Bayern, email: 
Christian.Sachs@kath-akademie-bayern.de, 
website: http://www.kath-akademie-
bayern.de

is applicable to the 
whole parish;
keeps the effort for 
the parish manage-
able and the 
motivation during 
the introduction 
stage high;
is an affordable 
system even for 
small parishes.

These three points are 
the main reasons why 
the “Green Cockeral” 
concept and imple-

•

•

•

mentation is now widespread. 

For more information, visit the website 
of the “Green Cockeral” concept: 
http://www.gruener-gockel.de
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Around half the EU's land is farmed. 
Due to its massive land coverage and 
the impacts of farming practices, 
agriculture affects the natural world 
and is considered to be the most impor-
tant factor driving the loss of biodiver-
sity in the countryside. 

The links between the richness of the natural 
environment and farming practices are 
complex. Many valuable habitats in Europe 
are maintained by extensive farming, and a 
wide range of wild species rely on this for 
their survival. But inappropriate agricultural 
practices and land use can also have an 
adverse impact on natural resources, like 
pollution of soil, water and air, fragmentation 
of habitats and loss of wildlife. 

The objective of this newsletter, therefore, is 
to give space and light to those farmers who 
recognize the importance of the environment 
where they act and decided to voluntary 
implement the eco-management and audit 
scheme EMAS to be more and more aware of 
their role within society. 

From the Mediterranean countries to the 
North the total number of EMAS registered 
organisations in the agriculture sector has 
reached quota 58. The most active countries 
in this sense are Germany (with 30 EMAS 
registered organizations) and Italy (with 24). 

There is of course a big margin of improve-
ment. But the experiences reported show 
that EMAS can also be a good instrument in 
facing the increasing climate challenges of 
our days and this awareness should devote 
more and more farmers to this cause.

Introduction

Cooperativa Agricola Cesenate: a history of innovation, 
social responsibility and care for the environment.

Report

The company has just blown out its first 
60 candles and still keeps being future 
oriented by investing in research and 
development to compete with quality 
in a larger and larger market. 

The history of Coopera-
tiva Agricola Cesenate 
starts in the years after 
the end of the Second 
World War, during the 
process of reconstruc-
tion of the rural 
economy. Sixty years 
later, with over 2,000 
associated growers on 
more than 4,000 
hectares, the company 
is the Italian leader in 
seed multiplication and 
has expanded into the 

French, Dutch and Asian markets where in 
the Nineties enjoyed a real boom in sales.

This national and international success is 
strongly related to the Cooperative’s commit-

News

Vatican sets green building criteria

The latest Vatican city - Episcopal 
Cei Convention entitled “Build 
Well to Live Better” meditating on 
the vocation of the human family 
in its common home sets new 
objectives that directly involve the 
environmental sphere. As under-
lined by Pope Ratzinger in the 
celebration of the World Day of 
Peace 2008, it is important to care 
for the environment because “it 
has been entrusted to men and 
women to be protected and 
cultivated with responsible 
freedom, with the good of all as 

a constant guiding criterion”. It is 
with this mission in mind that the 
Cei decided to invest in green 
building of all new churches 
worldwide.

Similar eco-criteria will be applied to 
restoration works and renovations of 
already existing churches and sacral 
buildings. Techniques and materials will 
have both to respect and minimize the 
impact on the environment. In this way 
energy saving ranging around 30-70% 
is expected. A pilot-test will be run in 
Bari (Italy) on the restoration of two 

churches, a modern one built in the 
1980s and a medieval one, in order to 
show how these techniques can both 
work well on buildings belonging to 
different times. The aim is to define a 
direction and give architects examples 
to follow in the construction of new 
churches.

For the sacral architecture the hour of 
change towards a new respectful 
environmental behaviour has stuck. The 
Italian church is already re-organized. 
This new perspective, however, needs 
to reach catholicity universally.

ment to technological innovation that has 
become the trademark of the cooperative’s 
work. Every year it invests conspicuously in 
resources and materials to provide solutions 
to the new challenges of global market. As 
breeders introduce continuously new and 
more complicated materials, the Cooperative 
is used to find new solutions to adapt their 
productivity. In this way, innovation as 
attitude to problem solving is promoted in 
every step of the multiplication process.

The Cooperative’s commitment to the 
environment, however, is as strong as its 
commitment to innovation. Cooperativa 
Agricola Cesenate is aware of its role in 
society and how important it is for a business 
to donate to a cause that will benefit the area

EMAS and agriculture

Continued on next page >

range of additional energy saving actions led to a successful EMAS 
registration in 2008.

The “Caritas-Wohnheime und Werkstätten in Ingolstadt” also based in 
the diocese of Eichstätt offers assisted living and working. The institu-
tion has already implemented many initiatives to improve its 
environmental efficiency including the introduction of wood pellet 
heating, use of staff bicycles and replacement of all incandescent 
bulbs for energy-efficient bulbs. The use of photovoltaic panels covers 
30% of the total electricity requirements. The organisation also 
operates a recycling service where neighbourhood residents can bring 
old electronics and textiles and holds an "environmental-day" 
organised for the employees and residents.

The Caritas Union of Bavaria has also recently started to develop a 
pilot programme to implement EMASeasy in facilities that are not yet 
EMAS registered. The methodology for EMASeasy can be readily 
applied in an organisation such as Caritas, which has many volunteers 
and does not employ environmental professionals. The pilot project 
will be implemented in 16 facilities which will be clustered together. 
Each organisation will implement EMASeasy with ongoing support, 
mentoring and training from Heinz Werner Engel of Eco-Conseil 
Entreprise. The start date for this project is projected to be October 
2009.

For more information, please contact Uta Baur from Caritas Bavaria: 
uta.baur@caritas-bayern.de, Website: http://www.caritas-bayern.de
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Farmers’ Group Nileas: green agriculture in practice

In south-western Peloponnese a 
non-profit company tries to face 
the modern challenges in the 
agricultural sector by making 
green its way of producing.  

Nileas is the brand name of the products 
produced by NILEAS Cooperative of 
Certi�ed Farm Products, a 
non-speculative cooperative of 55 olive 
oil producers founded in 2002 in the 
western Messenia area of Greece. 

The nutritional concerns raised by 
today’s consumers; the pointless and 
thoughtless use of pesticides and 
fertilizers; unnecessary mechanical 
interventions that lead to soil erosion 
and intensify the phenomenon of 
deserti�cation and the need for Greek 
agriculture to modernly and healthy 
develop in order to better answer the 
demands of today’s market are only 
some of the main challenges the 
company has to face and to which it 
tries to be an environment friendly 
response. 

After the implementation of ISO 14001 
in 2004, in 2007 the company decided 
to run for EMAS too with the twofold 

reasons to improve farmers’ income 
from olive trees and combine with the 
utmost care for the environment. With 
its team of 115 EMAS registered local 
producers in an area of 6.388 acres and 
115.000 olive trees, the company sets 
itself up as a model in its sector in the 
way it does its best in order to: 

Moreover, by making the olive crop’s 
economic viability an indispensable 
prerequisite of its environmental policy, 
the company expects to preserve the 
bene�ciary e�ects of olive groves on the 
environment, as well as to protect it 
from abandonment which leads to land 
deserti�cation. In general, therefore, 
Nileas has tried to reduce any negative 
repercussions to the environment from 
agricultural activities that are related to 
its production.

Year by year, thanks to its green vision, 
the company has reached important 
targets: a production of olive oil 100% 
free of detectable residues of pesticides; 

LIFE project dedicated to EMAS in the agricultural sector

In the year 2001, the LIFE project EMAS 
FARMING (Innovative approach for the 
participation of the farming sector in 
EMAS and the experimentation of new 
formulas to create specialized employ-
ment formulas) was launched. More 
than one hundred farms of the Autono-
mous Community of Aragon (Spain) and 
five farms in other regions in Spain 
(Cataluña, Castilla y León and La Rioja) 
participated in this project. 

The main objective was to foster the participa-
tion of small agricultural farms within the 
framework of EMAS. The obtained results 
showed the added value of introducing 
gradual approach models for the implemen-
tation of EMAS, interest in applying associated 
or joint formula in order to solve general 
environmental problems and close relation-
ship between environmental improvement 
and eco-e�ciency through cost savings that 
incorporates Good Practices and Best 
Available Techniques tested in the project. 
More information is available under: 
www.life-emasfarming.org. 

From 2003 to 2008 the LIFE project EXTEN-
SITY (Environmental and Sustainability 
Management Systems in Extensive Agricul-
ture) was carried out in Portugal and 
involved environmental, consumer and 
farmer NGO's, government agencies, 
research organisations, a control and 
certi�cation company, a pasture/forage SME 
and a marketing and tourism consulting 
company. 

The aim of the project was to create a 
cost-e�ective and simple Sustainability 
Management System (SMS) for extensive 
agriculture, comprising environmental, social 
and economic aspects, with successive levels 
of demand. An iterative approach to the SMS 
was developed, comprising, as possible 
intermediate steps, integrated farming / crop 
management, organic farming, certi�cation 
of origin, green accounts, ISO 14001 and 
EMAS. 

Farm level sustainability indicators for the 
SMS were obtained by downscaling from the 
national and EU levels. Several economic 
bene�ts were provided for farmers: reduced 
implementation costs (due to application at 
multiple farmers), ensured legal compliance, 
reduced operational costs (through reduced 
resource use and improved technical 
management), better prices at the consumer 
(through dissemination to consumers), 
improved agri-environmental subsidies 
(through the use of the project´s data to 
evaluate the environmental services 
provided by farmers) and pro�ts from other 

activities at the farm (namely tourism). Find 
more information here:
http://extensity.ist.utl.pt

Integrated management of agriculture in the 
surroundings of community importance 
wetlands (sustainable wetlands) was the 
topic of another LIFE project which took place 
in Spain between 2004 and 2007. Within the 
project a study of ecological farming in Spain 
was carried out and �eld practices and 
techniques were de�ned together with local 
farmers, mainly based on the concept of 
conservation and integrated agriculture. 

Results were transferred to a GIS-based 
“virtual decision system” (VDS) called 
“Sustainable management in agriculture and 
conservation of wetlands”, developed by the 
project to facilitate the selection of the target 
areas based on agro-ecological parameters. 
Studies on the economical viability and social 
bene�ts that could arise from the use of 
sustainable agriculture techniques and EMAS 
registration were also developed. Signi�cant 
environmental bene�t as regards soil quality, 
water balance and runo� water quality were 
obtained in the project plots. The 
production/yield was as high or higher than 
with traditional methods. One of the project 
plots succeeded in becoming EMAS 
registered. For further information please go 
to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project
/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.show
File&rep=laymanReport&�l=LIFE04_ENV_ES
_000269_LAYMAN.pdf.

an increase by 25% from 2006 to 2007 of land 
with green manure and/or sheep grazing, i.e. 
replacement of herbicides use; an expansion 
of Organic Farming (12 new farmers with a 
total of 60.6 hectares in 2007, aiming to 
expand to 20 farmers with a total of 100 
hectares in 2008); a reduction in the depletion 

of natural resources (i.e. per liter of olive oil, 
142 liter of irrigation water are used, which is 
about 10–11% of the maximum quantity 
allowed by the relevant legislation). 

As a result of this policy, Nileas’ olive oil is not 
only delicious to eat – in 2009 a golden price 

was awarded to NILEAS for its olive oil quality 
– but it is also good for the environment.

More information under www.nileasoliveoil.gr

minimize the disturbance to the 
earth for the continuous improve-
ment of its fertility and guarantee its 
viability; 
to balance care and protection of 
trees by only essential intervention, 
given priority to biological actions to 
reduce the impact on the environ-
ment but maximize the quality of the 
extra virgin olive oil; 
to balance the irrigation of olive 
groves according to their needs and 

•

•

thereby simultaneously make 
prudent use of the limited water 
resources.

•

Continued from page 9 >

where the company is based and prospers. As proof of this everyday philosophy, in 2004 it 
registered EMAS and successively became also an active part of the EMAS Club Emilia 
Romagna managed by ERVET. In April 2007 unveiled the photovoltaic system installed on 
the roof of its premises in Cesena: 280 photovoltaic modules covering a surface of around 
one thousand square metres.

 In the �rst year since its installation, the system produced 64,383 kWh. Over the next thirty 
years, the equivalent of 20,000 barrels of oil will be saved as well as 1,200 tons of carbon 
dioxide. Another ambitious goal for the immediate future is to convert a part of the 3,000 
tons of the accumulated waste into energy. Tests will soon begin in cooperation with some 
associated companies from Faenza.

More information on Cooperativa Agricola Cesenate under http://www.cacseeds.it/
 
Or contact Mr. Edmo Tersi: cac@cacseeds.it




